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FORMATION OF LEXICAL SKILLS OF ACADEMIC LITERACY
IN FUTURE ENGLISH TEACHERS

Abstract. The issue of formation of lexical skills of academic writing as an
important component of professional competence of future English teachers is
considered. Nowadays, it is becoming more relevant in the development of
international exchanges, information processes, academic mobility. All these skills
must meet international standards. It is emphasized that only a deep understanding
of rhetorical skills allows the future specialist to enter the social space, to be
competitive in the professional sphere and in international scientific
communications. The development of academic writing skills occupies a significant
place in modern foreign language programs of higher education institutions. It is
noted that academic writing involves the formation of a complex and multifaceted
set of competencies, without which it is impossible to conduct research in higher
education. This complex involves the formation of both linguistic (linguistic,
syntactic, stylistic, rhetorical) and meta-linguistic competencies, in particular, the
ability to think logically and critically, analyze and synthesize information, analyze
and summarize English and Ukrainian sources in English.

A special system of exercises is considered and approaches to the formation of
lexical skills of academic writing in future English teachers are proposed. The
professional competencies are defined: ability to communicate professionally and
write professional texts in English; describe research in writing; presentations and
reports in English; use modern information and communication technologies in
writing professional texts in English, information exchange, collection, analysis,
processing and interpretation of foreign language sources; write, listen, read and



.
ISSN (print) 2708-7530 =
HayKoei nepcnexmusu Ne 1(19) 2022 l

speak English in accordance with the standards of The Association of Language
Testers in Europe (ALTE).

Keywords: complex of lexical skills, foreign language communicative
competence in writing, academic writing, future foreign language teachers.
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O®OPMYBAHHS JIEKCUYHUX HABUYOK AKAJEMIYHOI'O
MNUCBbMA Y MAMBYTHIX BUKJIAJIAUIB AHIJIIACBKOI MOBH

AHoTanis. Po3rmsinyro  nuraHHs — (GOpMyBaHHS ~— JIEGKCMYHMX  HABUYOK
aKaJeMIYHOTO TMHChbMa SIK BaXJIMBOI CKJIaJ0BOI Mpo(eciiiHOi KOMIETEHTHOCTI
MaiOyTHIX BHKJIaJa4iB aHIIIIHCHKOT MOBU. B HalI yac BOHO cTa€ O1IbII aKTyaJlbHUM B
yMOBaxX pPO3BUTKY MIXKHAPOJAHMX OOMIHIB, 1H(OpMAIITHUX MPOIIECIB, aKaJeMIYHOI
MoOUIBHOCTI. [TigKpeciaeHo, o TUIbKU TTTMOOKE OCMUCIEHHS PUTOPUYHUX HABHUKIB
Ja€ 3MOry MailOyTHbOMY CHELIaJiCTy BHUTH B COLIAJBHUNA MpPOCTIp, OyTH
KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOKHUM B TpodeciiiHiii chepl Ta B MDKHApOJHUX HAYKOBUX
KOMYHIKalisx. B cyuyacHux mporpamax 3 1HO3€MHOI MOBH 3akJiaJiB BHUIIOI OCBITH
3HaYHE MicClEe 3aliMa€e PO3BUTOK HABUYOK AKAJEMIYHOTO MUCHbMA. 3a3HAYEHO, 1110
aKajgeMiuyHe TUChMO Tiependadae (GopMyBaHHS CKJIAHOTO W 0araTroriaHoBOTO
KOMITJIEKCY ~KOMIIETEHII, ©0e3 SKUX HEMOXIJIMBE 3AIMCHEHHS HayKOBOTO
JOCIIJKEHHSI Yy BUIOMY HaBualbHOMY 3akiami. lleit komrmmekc mnependayae
dbopMyBaHHS SIK JIIHTBICTUYHUX (MOBHHMX, CHHTAKCUYHHMX, CTHUJIICTHYHHX,
PUTOPUYHUX ), TAK 1 METAJIHTBICTHYHUX KOMIIETEHIII, 30KpeMa, BMIHHS JIOTIYHO Ta
KPUTUYHO MHCIUTH, aHANI3yBaTH 1 CHHTE3yBaTH 1H(OpMaLlilo, aHami3yBaTu M
pedepyBaTH aHTIIOMOBHI Ta YKpaiHOMOBHI JpKepena 3a (haxoM aHTIiHCHKO0 MOBOIO.

PosrisiHyTo cnemianbHy CHCTEMY BIIpaB Ta 3alpONOHOBAaHI MIIXOIU 10
(hopMyBaHHS JICKCHYHMX HABHYOK aKaJeMIYHOrO MHChMa y MaiOyTHIX BHUKJIAIadiB
aHrmiicbkoi MoBHW. BusHaueHi (axoBi KOMIIETEHTHOCTI: 3JaTHICTH 10 (haXxOBOTO
CIUIKYBaHHS Ta HaNWCaHHA (axoBUX TEKCTIB AHIJIIICHKOI0O MOBOI; MHCHMOBO
ONUCYBAaTH HAYKOBI JOCIIJDKEHHS; TPE3CHTaIlli Ta JOIMOBAI aHTJINCHKOI MOBOIO;
BUKOPHCTOBYBaTH CydYacHI 1HQOpMaIliifHI Ta KOMYHIKATUBHI TEXHOJOTIi TIpH
HanmucaHHsl ()axOBUX TEKCTIB AaHIJIHCHKOIO MOBOI, OOMiHI iH(opMalli€, 300pi,
aHaui31, 0OpoOI1Il Ta IHTEepIIpeTAallll IHIIOMOBHUX JKEpe; MUCaTH, ayAll0BaTH, YATATH 1
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TOBOPHTH AaHIIMCHKOIO MOBOIO BIJIMOBIIHO JI0 cTaHmapTiB Acomiami MoBHHX
ExcneptiB ALTE (The Association of Language Testers in Europe).

KiarouoBi cjioBa: KOMITJIEKC JIGKCHYHUX HABUYOK, 1HIIOMOBHA KOMYHIKaTHUBHA
KOMIIETEHIIIs] Y TUChMI, aKaJieMiuyHe MHChbMO, MaliOyTHI BUKJIa1adl iHO3€MHOT MOBH.

Statement of the problem in general aspect. According to the order of the
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine “On approval of qualification
characteristics of professions (positions) of pedagogical and scientific-pedagogical
workers of educational institutions” , the professional competence of the
pedagogical and scientific-pedagogical worker is considered as “the quality of action
of the employee, which ensures the effectiveness of solving professional
pedagogical problems and typical professional tasks that arise in real situations of
pedagogical or scientific-pedagogical activity”. Professional competence of a
foreign language teacher is the ability to succeed professionally, containing the
following components: language (ideas about the foreign language system and the
ability to use it to understand other people's speech, express their own opinions),
speech and communication skills in order to use a foreign language as a means of
communication in various fields and situations A teacher of foreign languages is a
person who discovers the depth of science, life wisdom and spiritual culture,
transfers activity skills to the young generation. The ability of the future specialist to
solve complex problems and problems in the field of professional activity and in the
learning process, which involves research and / or innovation and is characterized by
complexity and uncertainty of conditions and requirements. According to the
Ukrainian legal and regulatory framework [1], [2], there is the need to implement
appropriate changes, in particular in the field foreign language higher education. The
practical implementation of the above tasks has acquired of the particular
importance for Volodymyr Dahl East Ukrainian National University (VDEUNU)
since 2016 when the Year of the English language in Ukraine was proclaimed.
Specialty: “Secondary education. English Language and Literature” of the second
(master's) level of higher education was successfully licensed at the Department of
Foreign Languages and Professional Communication. For the university, which has
the status of a relocated university, the opening of a new specialty is an important
event, since the national university in the eastern region of Ukraine currently has a
humanitarian and peacekeeping mission - to educate young people, to train
competitive specialists, worthy citizens of Ukraine.

The analysis of recent research and publications. The famous Ukrainian
scientists have devoted their resarches to various aspects of professional training of
future teachers of foreign languages, namely: Yu. Bezvin, |. Bilyanska,
O. Bochkareva, N. Borisko, V. Chernysh, O. Datskiv, V. Gutnik, T. Kolodko,
O. Moskalets, L. Morskaya, L. Orlovskaya, N. Sklyarenko, Z S. Smolina,
I. Zadorozhna, N. Zhovtyuk, and others. Significant contribution to research of
professional teacher training in academic writing were done by C. Bodnar, D. Byrne,
J. Brown, T. Dudley-Evans, J. Ever, M. Cocor, P. Master, M. St. John,
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T. Hutchinson, R. Howard, R. West, A. Waters, T. Hedge, A. Pincas, A. Raimes,
C. Tribbleand others. Academic writing as a written foreign language competence is
the subject of scientific research by G. Krivchykova, L. Nazina, V. Mishechkina,
O. Kvasova. It should be noted some more researches: “Teaching academic English
as method of forming students' readiness for participation in academic mobility
programs ”(Yu. Andrianova); “Academic writing in English as a means of formation
of competencies of future teachers of foreign languages »(S. Parfyonova,
T. Arbuzova), “Academic Writing: Articles IMRAD” (N. Popova, N. Koptyaeva).

The aim of our research is to consider lexical skills of academic writing as an
important component of professional competence of future English teachers.

Main material presentation. One of the most important strategic tasks of
modernization of the higher education system of Ukraine at the present stage is to
ensure the quality of training at the level of international standards. The integration
of higher education into the international education system, in particular in the field
of foreign language teaching, is becoming especially important. Modification of the
content, forms and methods of education in Europe and Ukraine is regulated by
documents of the Council of Europe and the Bologna Process [1]. Academic
language 1s defined as “a repertoire of language forms and functions that co-occur
with school learning tasks across disciplines” by P. Uccelli , C.L. Dobbs, J. Scott
[12, p. 1077]. The discipline “Concept and Practice of Academic Writing in
English” belongs to the list of elective disciplines and involves the acquisition of
master's language competencies necessary for understanding and analyzing oral and
written scientific and professional texts, for presentation and discussion the results
of their research in English in oral and written forms, as well as the formation of the
ability to fully convey their views to the reader. Academic writing involves the
formation of a set of competencies, without which it is impossible to conduct
research in higher education. This complex involves the formation of both linguistic
(linguistic, syntactic, stylistic, rhetorical) and meta-linguistic competencies, in
particular, the ability to think logically and critically, analyze and synthesize
information, analyze and summarize English and Ukrainian sources in English. The
interdisciplinary direction of the course is determined by its content and structural
elements: speech issues are closely intertwined with professional, forming the ability
to express themselves professionally, to create special texts.

According to the calculation method of QS World University Rankings
(developed in 2004 by British consulting company Quacquarelli Symonds), the
rating of a higher education institution is calculated taking into account several
factors: academic reputation (40%), percentage of teaching staff and number of students
(20%), approving assessment of employers on the level knowledge of graduates (10%),
percentage the ratio of foreign teachers and general the number of teaching staff (5%),
the number foreign students and the total number of students (5%), the ratio of scientific
citations publications of the teaching staff and general number of teachers (20%),
etc. [14].

So, as T. Babenko states, one of the important factors improving the academic
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rating directly depends on the level of formation of language and speech
competencies in academic writing in foreign languages for teachers and university
students [3, p. 122]. As for R. Scarcella , efficiency in academic writing is a
requisite for college and career success, and students who strive to pursue a path of
higher education must learn to use academic language effectively in a variety of
content areas [11]. The use of integrated activities allows to develop a variety of
skills and abilities of future professionals: study of educational and special terms,
discussion of principles of academic integrity and related concepts (academic
culture, academic ethics, academic writing, etc.), work with texts of different types
and styles, speech culture, writing resumes, cover letters, annotations, abstracts,
essays and other documents important for the implementation of academic mobility
of students and their successful participation in grant activities.

The purpose of the discipline is to improve the skills of academic professional
communication in writing, the formation of skills and abilities to produce qualitative
professional texts in English and effective research activities of undergraduates,
improving language skills necessary for free understanding of oral and written
scientific texts, and, in particular, to study the features of the English language in
scientific written communications, mastering the specifics of English academic
writing through acquaintance with modern authentic scientific texts, and identifying
their structural, substantive, linguistic and communicative features, as well as in the
formation of skills and abilities to produce high-quality professional texts in English
for effective research activities of undergraduates.

J. Flowerdew expressed the idea that originated in 2010 the new direction
“English for Research Purposes” was intended specifically for the training of
scientific and pedagogical workers. It was designed to help them write in
compliance with international rhetorical and publication conventions, and also
understand editors and reviewers, since and here there were certain methods of
communication developed over the past 70 years [9, p. 311].

The expected results of successful mastering of the presented program are the
formed complex of knowledge, abilities and skills within the limits of the above-
mentioned competences directed on the decision of the above-stated tasks. Namely:
after completing the course the students should know:

- basic general scientific vocabulary and branch vocabulary
on specialization; language tools that form a formal (book) register of
written communication;

- grammatical forms and structures that are typical of the
written style of English;

- stylistic features of academic texts taking into account
international requirements for English-language scientific discourse;

- syntactic and compositional characteristics of various genre
texts of academic discourse;

- differences in punctuation of texts of academic writing in
English in comparison with Ukrainian;
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the students should be able to:

- implement a communicative-educational function, which
consists of informational, motivational-stimulating and control-
correcting components, i.e. the ability to apply modern principles,
methods, techniques and tools of academic writing in English;

- use language skills in all types of speech activities; analyze
and summarize information; logically and consistently make
statements;

- analyze and synthesize information presented in scientific
sources, use it to write their own articles;

- produce coherent and consistent oral monologues with the
involvement of professional literature;

- perform annotation and abstracting of sources of scientific
information at the appropriate level of grammatical and academic
correctness;

- write an article, annotation, abstract, essay, report,
abstracts, etc.,, in compliance with international requirements for
English-language scientific discourse [4; 5, 130; 7, 199; 8, 137; 11, 13].

It has been determined, that the process of the integrative development of
foreign language communicative and methodological competences of future English
teachers should be implemented within three main stages: 1) introductory
(theoretical training) stage; 2) practical training stage; 3) productive stage. In the
course of the introductory stage, future English teachers acquire knowledge of the
terminology system, grammatical and stylistic features of English language, as well
as methodological knowledge. At the practical training stage development, future
English teachers form the skills to use terms, communicative models and
grammatical structures, as well as methodological skills. Within the productive stage
terms, future English teachers develop their abilities to produce English language
discourse and master their pedagogical skills while teaching English.

S. Ranney considers that academic writing across various genres and
disciplines shares common lexical features. A linguistic feature that is conspicuous
in academic writing within and across various disciplines is the vocabulary of
academic language, which is often described as “comparatively large, precise, and
formal” [10, p. 563].

According to the established stages, the integrative system of exercises and
tasks for the development of foreign language communicative and methodological
competences of future English teachers has been elaborated. It includes 4 groups:

1) exercises on familiarization with the lexical units, grammatical structures

and stylistic features of English language;

2) tasks on acquiring knowledge of methods of teaching English for

the academic purposes;
3) exercises on lexical, grammatical and stylistic presentation of academic
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writing in English;
4) tasks on the development of skills of teaching English for the academic
purposes;
Teaching students the pedagogical specialty “Secondary education.

English Language and Literature” the subject “Academic Writing” is realized in the
process of mastering by students a set of relevant knowledge, language skills and
communicative skills necessary to create a written text that serves as a means of
communication. Therefore, the following topics for lectures and practical exercises
were included in the training program “Academic Writing”:

> Modern scientific written communication. Communication in the
academic environment.
> The main English-language genres of written communication in

the field of science and education (Summary, Abstract, Review, Conference
abstract, Research paper, Grant proposal, etc.).

> Accuracy in writing (abbreviations, relative pronouns,
punctuation, etc.). Sentence structure in academic speech.
> Scientific article as a leading genre of modern English-language

scientific text (Types of Research Papers. Structure of Research Papers.
Submitting a Paper to a Journal). Writing an annotation to a scientific article.
> Research work: formation and development of scientific speech
in writing. Compiling a list of scientific literature. Writing abstracts, reviews
and reviews.
> Writing CVs, resumes and business letters for various purposes,
research projects for a grant.

For a long time, in higher educational institutions of Ukraine, English academic
writing was given the secondary importance. The writing was considered as a means
of enabling students to better master the program language material, and a means of
controlling the formation of language skills and abilities of students. Today, the
attitude toward academic writing and teaching students the ability to express their
thoughts in writing have changed dramatically. The growing importance of writing
in the English language learning process is also due to the use of English as the
leading language of international communication. Mastering the skills of academic
writing in English is one of the most important requirements for a specialist in the
21% century, especially if his work is related to teaching English or international
contacts. That is why the European Guidelines for Language Education give such
attention to the teaching of writing in the foreign language being studied [1].

The teaching of the discipline “Academic Writing” is based on organically
interconnected didactic principles: relevance (focus on modern requirements of
society and professional needs of students); scientific (disclosure of the logic of the
discipline, the use of modern scientific terminology and authentic foreign language
teaching materials); connection of theory with practice (awareness of the practical
significance of the acquired knowledge: the study of theoretical issues is supported
by the implementation of practical tasks); activities (the student is an active
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participant in the pedagogical process: up to 70% of the educational material is
assimilated independently and, thus, the student feels his personal responsibility for
educational and professional development); consistency (skills and abilities in
academic writing are formed systematically and gradually: from acquaintance with
the types of scientific texts, their identification and structuring - to the independent
creation of written scientific texts).

There are three main approaches to the formation of foreign language
competence in writing: textual, procedural and genre. In the textual approach,
writing is considered as a purposeful productive activity, the result of which is its
own text/ stories, reasoning. At the stage of analysis of the sample-texts and
generation of the own texts, collective forms of work are envisaged. In the
procedural approach there is a turn from the product of writing - the own text as a
subject - to the very process of writing, from the text - to the author of the text.
Emphasis is placed on the application of existing language skills. The content of
teaching writing includes the basic general methods of written expression of thought,
characteristic of all types of texts. It is obligatory to write a draft, edit it and edit it
together, followed by a discussion. The genre approach is aimed at generating certain
genres of texts - writing letters, advertisements, short autobiographies, filling out
official forms. In accordance with O. Tarnopolskyi and S. Kozhushko, it is advisable to
proceed from the modern understanding that each of the types of speech activity
requires its own special communicative competence in communication [4, p. 272].

Aliakbar Imani and Hadina Habil consider Academic writing as subgenres that
can be categorized as those written by students who are considered novice writers —
ranging from simple class assignments to postgraduate theses — as well as those
written by professional academic writers such as journal articles. Besides their
differences, all types of written academic texts share some common features since
all are firstly written, and secondly, academic. Hence, some similarities should be
expected across all academic texts in terms of lexical, grammatical, and discourse
features setting standards to evaluate the quality of an academic writing text
as novice, professional, etc. [6, p. 45]. The language features of Academic writing
are distinctive and definite: using academic language; establishing one’s position;
writing in one’s own 'voice'; using tentative language; clear communication, writing
clear paragraphs; writing clearly, concisely and precisely; signposting, paraphrasing,
summarising and quoting; editing and proof-reading the work.

Four levels of academic writing are distinguished:

Level 1: Basic Writing Skills. Basic skills and abilities related to the logic of
text construction, i.e. requirements for building theses and arguments, their design in
paragraphs; types and structure of paragraphs; unity of work due to connecting
elements and its grammatical design (structural elements of paragraphs, thesis
statements, argument, designing a paragraph, transitions, grammar requirements).

Level 2: Short Papers. Writing small written works: methods of preparing for
writing, types of work, the main formats of work in English depending on the
discipline, requirements for annotations as a special type of small work, style
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recommendations and rules of English punctuation (prewriting strategies, types of
papers, article abstracts, essential formats, punctuation rules).

Level 3: Publishing in International Journals. Publications in international
journals: critical assessment of information sources, editing, expert reviews, material
requirements and assessment criteria, case studies, the concept of plagiarism
(publishing in Peer Reviewed Journals, academic Journals Rating, Peer Reviewed
Journals Requirements).

Level 4: Presentation Skills. Presentation of written work: the structure of the
presentation, framing elements of the presentation (ways of attracting the audience's
attention, logical connections and transitions), rhetorical techniques and classic
examples from modern public speaking practice, rules for slide design, interaction
with the audience, answers to questions.

In the latest edition of the book “Teaching and Reasearching Writing”
K.Hyland emphasizes that academic writing continues to be asserted as “a key
indicator of quality of life for millions of people around the world as a measure of
successful education, academic competence, professional development and
institutional recognition” [13, p. 314].

Conclusions. Thus, academic writing is considered to be a traditional form of
professional competence, in a new way relevant in the context of the rapid
development of information processes, international exchanges, academic contacts,
widespread in the world educational and scientific communities. Currently,
academic writing is the linguistic competence of successful study in a higher
education institution, allowing students to develop their skills in reading,
understanding, and formating their own scientific texts. To achieve the goal of
introducing academic writing into the higher education more properly, Ukranian
academics need to collaborate and get involved into multilateral action and
interdisciplinary research. The paper concludes that disciplinary divides can be
overcome through developing theoretical and conceptual issues of academic writing
as rhetoric and composition studies. The process of formation of lexical skills of
academic writing in future English teachers requires an approach to learning in
which written competence is a key one and the overall learning process is based on
the active use of written speech.
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